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Biographical Sketches of New Partners 





Donald G. 


Staten Island, smallest of the 
five boroughs of the City of New 
York, can point with justifiable 
pride as having been the birthplace 
of many prominent Americans, not 
the least among them being Donald 
G. Colquhoun, who was born there 
in 1897. He attended the public 
schools of the Island, but because 
of the early death of his father, his 
formal education had to yield to 
the more urgent necessities of just 
plain living. Night study of courses 
by the Walton School of Commerce 
furnished the tools with which he 
forged his career in public ac- 
counting. 

After a year or two as an office 
boy with a New York firm of public 
accountants, Mr. Colquhoun ac- 
cepted a position in the auditor’s 
office of the old Hotel Knicker- 
bocker, at 42nd Street and Broad- 
way. In his four years with the 
hotel, he held several positions and 
acquired (as his many friends will 
testify) a practically inexhaustible 
store of anecdotes. 

After a year with another ac- 
counting firm, he applied in De- 
cember 1918 for a position with 
L.R. B.& M. In 1930 Mr. Colqu- 
houn left the organization to go 


Colquhoun 


with Stone & Webster and Blodget, 
Inc., in their new business depart- 
ment, where he remained for about 
a year and a half before returning 
to the L. R. B. & M. fold. 

Mr. Colquhoun left the New 
York office in 1943, where he had 
been in charge of some of our 
largest and most intricate engage- 
ments, to become manager of the 
Los Angeles office. He is a certified 
public accountant of California 
and New York, and is a member 
of the American Institute of Ac- 
countants, the California Society 
of Certified Public Accountants, 
the New York State Society of 
Certified Public Accountants, the 
National Association of Cost Ac- 
countants and the Los Angeles 
Chamber of Commerce, and an 
associate member of the Institute 
of Internal Auditors. 

In 1937 Mr. Colquhoun married 
Miss Bernice M. Smith, formerly 
of the New York office steno- 
graphic department. They live in 
a suburb of Los Angeles. He is a 
member of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church and, before his recent 
removal to Los Angeles, was active 
in church and civic affairs in 
Great Neck, Long Island. 
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Paul F. Halloran 


Born in Anaconda, Montana, in 
1902, Paul F. Halloran spent his 
youth in Hamilton, Ontario, where 
he attended grade and high schools 
and then the high school division 
of St. Michael’s College, which is 
affiliated with the University of 
Toronto. After short experiences 
in various types of industry, he 
joined the staff of a national ac- 
counting firm. Later he became 
an officer of a company which 
manufactured golf clubs, and still 
later he reentered public account- 
ing. In December, 1931, he joined 
our Cincinnati staff. He was trans- 
ferred to the staff of our Louisville 
office in January, 1934, and was 
appointed manager of that office 
in 1936. 


He is a certified public account- 
ant of the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky, and a member of the 
American Institute of Accountants, 
the American Accounting Associa- 
tion, and the Louisville Credit 
Men’s Association. He is vice 
president of the Kentucky Society 
of Certified Public Accountants 
and director of the Louisville Chap- 
ter of the National Association of 
Cost Accountants. 

Mr. Halloran is married, has a 
daughter and a son, and lives in 
Cherokee Village, a suburb of 
Louisville. His hobbies are three 
cushion billiards and trying to get 
under 100 in golf. His golf club 
awarded him the prize for being the 
most dangerous player in the rough. 


John McCullough 


John McCullough was born in 
Philadelphia in 1904 but the family 
moved to New York City in whose 
public schools he received his early 
education. Even as a lad he was 
proficient in languages and won 
the first prize for excellence in 
Latin and French at Townsend 
Harris Hall. He continued his edu- 
cation at New York University 
where he received the B.S. degree 
and, in addition to languages, dis- 
played a marked talent for mathe- 
matics, a combination which 


pointed inevitably to his aptitude 
in the field of taxation. 


Before coming with L. R. B. & 
M., Mr. McCullough was employed 
by a life insurance company and 
by a firm of consulting actuaries. 
In between he was on the staff of 
a firm of public accountants for 
about three years. In 1929 he 
came with the New York office of 
L. R. B. & M. and was closely 
associated with Mr. Bell in the 
fields of department store audits 
and taxation. 

In 1933 Mr. McCullough trans- 
ferred to the Detroit office of the 
firm. In that city he attended 
Detroit College of Law in the 
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evening, receiving the LL.B. de- 
gree, and passed the Michigan bar 
examinations. He has done out- 
standing work in the field of taxa- 
tion. 

He holds C. P. A. certificates 
issued to him by the states of New 
York and Michigan. He is a 


member of the American Institute 
of Accountants, the Michigan Asso- 
ciation of Certified Public Account- 
ants, the State Bar of Michigan 
and the Detroit Bar Associa- 
tion. 

Mr. McCullough is married, and 
has one child, a son aged ten. 


Mark E. Richardson 


Mark E. Richardson was born 
in Philadelphia in 1905, and at- 
tended Girard College, being gradu- 
ated in 1922. He was captain of 
the senior company of the College 
Cadet Corps, and manager of both 
the baseball and track teams. He 
was also senior member on the 
Conference Committee, the first 
active and formal student-faculty 
group formed by the college. He 
entered the Philadelphia office of 
our firm immediately after his 
graduation from Girard. 

Mr. Richardson is a certified 
public accountant of Pennsylvania, 
and is a member of the American 
Institute of Accountants, the Penn- 
sylvania Institute of Certified Pub- 
lic Accountants, and the National 
Association of Cost Accountants. 
He is chairman of the Philadelphia 
Chapter of the Pennsylvania Insti- 
tute of Certified Public Account- 


Price G. 


Price Righter’s professional career 
has been entirely with L. R. B. & 
M. He was born in Philadelphia in 





ants, and a member of its council. 
He has had a broad experience in 
the field of income taxation, and 
has received especial recognition 
from Colonel Montgomery in his 
acknowledgment of Mr. Richard- 
son’s assistance in the revision of 
the last several editions of the 
Colonel’s work on Federal Taxes 
on Corporations. 

His activities have included con- 
siderable public speaking before 
both accounting and business or- 
ganizations. 

He is married and has two chil- 
dren, a boy and a girl of high 
school age. Shortly after being 
graduated from Girard, Mr. Rich- 
ardson became a member of Grace 
Baptist Temple, during the pas- 
torate of the famous Russell H. 
Conwell, who was also the founder 
of Temple University. 


Righter 


1899, and attended the grade and 
high schools in that city. In 1917, 
shortly after being graduated from 
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high school, he entered the firm’s 
Philadelphia office. 

His duties were initially confined 
to office work, but he began working 
with the accounting staff in 1919 in 
connection with the examination of 
the accounts of a cemetery, shortly 
after the “‘flu’’ epidemic. He has 
had a broad experience in the field 
of accounting with emphasis on 
public utilities. 

He is a certified public account- 
ant of Pennsylvania, and a member 


of the American Institute of Ac- 
countants, the Pennsylvania Insti- 
tute of Certified Public Account- 
ants, and the National Association 
of Cost Accountants. 

Mr. Righter is married and has 
one daughter, sixteen years of age. 
The family resides in Drexel Hill, 
Pennsylvania. His principal hobbies 
are what Mrs. Righter refers to as 
“thumping the piano” and, as time 
permits, playing billiards. 


Robert S. Warner 


Youngest of the new partners, 
Robert S. Warner first saw the light 
of day in Erie, Pennsylvania, in 
1907. He attended high school in 
Cranford, New Jersey, and was 
graduated from Rutgers University 
with the degree Litt. B. At college 
he was a member of Pi Kappa Alpha 
fraternity and of the Philoclean 
Literary Society. He was interested 
in debating, and was on the cross 
country team. 

During the first two of his vaca- 
tions between semesters at college, 
Mr. Warner worked as a draftsman 
with a Newark engineering corpora- 
tion. In the last two summers of his 
college days he worked as a life 
guard at a beach on Long Island. 
For recreation, and as a good health 
measure, he now plays badminton, 
and has held the singles champion- 
ship of the Missouri Athletic Club 
during the last three years, as well 
as winning several doubles titles in 


St. Louis city tournaments. 

In 1928 he came with the New 
York office of the firm, transferring 
in 1936 to the St. Louis office where, 
in 1938, he was made manager. 

Mr. Warner holds C. P. A. cer- 
tificates from the states of New 
York and Missouri. His profes- 
sional memberships include the 
American Institute of Accountants, 
the New York State Society of Cer- 
tified Public Accountants, the Mis- 
souri Society of Certified Public Ac- 
countants, and the National Associ- 
ation of Cost Accountants. He is 
also a member of the Missouri State 
Board of Accountancy, having been 
appointed to that post by Governor 
(now Senator-elect) Forrest Donnell 
upon the passage of a new account- 
ing law in 1943. 

He is married and has two chil- 
dren. He is a member of Grace 
Episcopal Church in Kirkwood, 
Mo., where the family has its home. 
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Forty Years After 


This year’s annual meeting of the 
American Institute of Accountants 
was held in St. Louis, just forty 
years after the meeting of the Con- 
gress of Accountants in that city 
during the Louisiana Purchase Ex- 
position. That exposition com- 
memorated the centenary of one of 
the most important events in the 
history of our country, namely, the 
extension of our national boundaries 
into the great Mid-West. As we 
look back on the Congress of Ac- 
countants—the first international 
congress on accounting in the his- 
tory of the profession, either here or 
abroad—-we realize that it, too, was 
an epochal event. 

The Congress was a bold under- 
taking for the young profession, but 
it succeeded far beyond the hopes of 
those who planned it and who gave 
it so much of their time and thought 
during the year which preceded the 
holding of the Congress. Especially 
does one recall George Wilkinson, 
the secretary of the Congress, who 
gave himself with such utter devo- 
tion to the carrying out of the pro- 
ject. 

Mr. Lybrand and Colonel Mont- 
gomery were both members of the 
Committee on Arrangements; the 
former was also a member of the 
Literary Committee, and the latter 
a member of the Executive Sub- 
Committee. 


Mr. Wilkinson is reported in the 
proceedings of the Congress as say- 
ing, “I wish to express to you the 
great obligation that I feel to my 
friend Mr. Montgomery for the help 
he has given the organization. There 
has never been a moment that he 
was not ready to help. During these 
last two years he has been constant- 
ly ready to aid the Secretary of the 
Federation, * and no service was too 
much to ask of him, no personal in- 
convenience was too great.” 

Although there were only 91 ac- 
countants registered at the Con- 
gress, it gave a great stimulus to the 
profession. The ideals of the young 
profession were set high, and a con- 
siderable number of technical pa- 
pers of exceptionally high quality 
were presented. 

The paper on “The Profits of a 
Corporation,” by Arthur Lowes 
Dickinson (who later had knight- 
hood conferred upon him by his 
native Britain), which served as a 
basis for his later book on Account- 
ing Practice and Procedure, was a 
gem which forty years later is still 
outstanding in accounting litera- 
ture. 

Another notable contribution to 
the program of the Congress was 





*The Federation of Societies of Public 
Accountants in the United States of Amer- 
ica, under the auspices of which the Con- 
gress was held. 
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Colonel Montgomery’s paper on 
“The Importance of Uniform Prac- 
tice in Determining the Profits of 
Public Service Corporations Where 
Municipalities Have the Power to 
Regulate Rates.” It is almost un- 
canny with what insight Colonel 
Montgomery dealt with the subject 
of the regulation of rates to be 
charged by public utilities, when as 
yet not a single one of the present 
state public service commissions 
had come into existence. Upon the 
presentation of the paper, the sub- 
ject was considered of such import- 
ance that a special committee was 
appointed to review the paper and 
prepare a report thereon. The com- 
mittee consisted of six outstanding 
members of the profession, with 
Colonel Montgomery as chairman, 
and it included in its report what 
may be regarded as a statement of 
the broad principles to be applied in 
dealing with the accounting aspects 
of rate making. 

Of the 91 accountants who were 
registered at the Congress, five were 
from the L. R. B. & M. organization 
and included three of the firm’s four 
founders, Mr. Lybrand, Mr. Adam 
Ross, Colonel Montgomery, as well 
as Mr. Pugh and Mr. Staub, who 
became members of our firm in sub- 
sequent years. Mr. Staub had the 
good fortune to be invited to attend 
in order that he might read his 
paper, “Mode of Conducting an 
Audit,” which had been awarded 
the prize in a contest for essays on 
that subject submitted by members 


of the staff of practicing account- 
ants. This paper was reprinted in 
The Accounting Review of April, 
1943, with the following editorial 
footnote: 


This article, which won the author a 
prize at the first international Congress of 
Accountants in St. Louis in 1904, is re- 
printed from the official record of the Con- 
gress because of its historical interest as the 
earliest authoritative description of the 
typical American audit program. 


At the Congress banquet, which 
was a brilliant occasion, Mr. Ly- 
brand responded to the toast, “The 
Profession of the Public Accountant 
in the United States of America.” 
Interestingly enough, another of the 
L. R. B. & M. founders, Colonel 
Montgomery, was the principal 
speaker at this year’s Institute 
annual dinner. He devoted the 
major portion of his talk to reminis- 
cences of the Congress of Account- 
ants held forty years before, the 
stimulus it had given our profession 
at that time, and the succession of 
international congresses on account- 
ing subsequently held in Amster- 
dam, New York and London. 

Four men of those who had at- 
tended the Congress of 1904 were in 
attendance at the 1944 annual meet- 
ing of the Institute: Colonel Mont- 
gomery, George O. May, E. G. H. 
Kessler and Mr. Staub. Each of 
them was called on to “‘take a bow”’ 
during the Institute dinner. 

In contrast with the modest num- 
ber in attendance at the Congress of 
Accountants in 1904, and the mem- 
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bership of only approximately 200* 
of the Federation under the auspices 
of which the Congress was held, the 
1944 meeting of the Institute was 
impressive. In spite of transporta- 
tion difficulties, approximately 1,000 
members out of the Institute’s pres- 
ent membership of over 8,000 had 
gathered from all parts of the coun- 
try to discuss those accounting 
problems which require special con- 
sideration in these war times. 

Members of the L. R. B. & M. 
organization were active in this 
year’s Institute meeting. Mr. Rus- 
sell presided at the all-day session 
which was devoted to the subject of 
war contract termination. Mr. 
Richardson acted as chairman of 
the panel discussion of ‘Case Ex- 
perience Under Relief Provisions,” 
which formed part of the all-day 
program devoted to federal corpor- 
ate taxation, and Mr. James J. 
Mahon, Jr., of our Philadelphia 
staff, was one of the panel members. 
Mr. Richardson was also a member 
of the Institute’s Committee on 
Technical Sessions which was re- 
sponsible for the program set up for 
the sessions beginning Tuesday 
afternoon and running through 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

In addition to being the principal 
speaker at the dinner on Wednesday 





*In 1905 the Federation was merged with 
the American Association of Public Ac- 
countants, the predecessor of the present 
American Institute of Accountants. The 


combined membership at the time of the 
merger was 601. 





evening, Colonel Montgomery was 
in attendance at the meetings of 
Council, which meetings were also 
attended by Mr. Sweet and Mr. 
Fischer. Mr. Russell, as chairman 
of the Advisory Council of State 
Society Presidents, presided at the 
meetings of that Council which were 
held on Monday. Mr. Staub, as 
Chairman of the Institute’s Com- 
mittee on Accounting Procedure, 
presided at its all-day meeting on 
Thursday. 

Mr. Warner was active through- 
out the Institute meeting as one of 
the St. Louis accountants who at- 
tended to the many details involved 
in having a smoothly running annu- 
al meeting. Most important of his 
duties was that of being toastmaster 
at the annual dinner, a task which 
he performed with consummate 
skill. 

In addition to those already 
named, the following members of 
the L. R. B. & M. organization 
attended the Institute meeting: 

Partners—Messrs. Arthur, Hal- 
loran, Harvey, Hawes, Jennings, 
Staub (W. R.), Steinmeyer and 
Zipf; Members of staff from the 
offices indicated—Messrs. William 
D. Buge and Carl W. Lutz, of Chi- 
cago; S. Lester McCormick and 
Abner J. Starr, of Cincinnati; Elmer 
A. Eberle, H. G. Huffmon and 
R. M. Sherwood, of Detroit; Wil- 
liam P. Crouch of Louisville; J. 
Wesley Huss, Jr., Robert W. Myers, 
Leo Vern Tinkham and Clifford G. 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Adam Averell Ross Prizes 


At the 188th Commencement of the University of Penn- 
sylvania, which was held on Saturday, July 1, 1944, in the 
Irvine Auditorium at the University, the annual award of 
the two prizes in The Wharton School of Finance and 
Commerce, which were established by Mr. T. Edward Ross 
in 1939 in memory of Mr. Adam A. Ross, was made as 
follows: 


The Prize given in the Undergraduate Division of the 
Wharton School of Finance and Commerce, to the student 
who gives most promise of success in Accounting, was 
awarded by the Committee of the Department to George 
Guyer Young, Jr., of Philadelphia. Mr. Young was gradu- 
ated in the February 1944 class. He made an exceptionally 
outstanding record in all courses taken by him at the Uni- 
versity. In all Accounting courses he received a grade of 
either “A” or “B.”’ Mr. Young, during the past year, was 
a departmental assistant. He marked papers in the Day 
School and in the Evening School. At the present time he is 
employed by the Atlantic Refining Company. Mr. Young 
is one of the youngest of the University graduates, as he 
became twenty-one years old during the month of June 1944. 


The Prize awarded annually to the student in the Graduate 
Division of the Wharton School who, in the opinion of a 
Committee of the Department, presented the best gradu- 
ating thesis on some Accounting subject, was awarded 
to Miss Kathleen Oechsner, of El Paso, Texas. Miss 
Oechsner majored in Accounting and wrote her thesis 
on the subject of “Opportunities for Women in Tax Ac- 
counting in the Southwest.” She is a graduate of the 
College of Mines and Metallurgy, having received her B. A. 
Degree in January 1943. Miss Oechsner is very much 
interested in the subject of Accounting, and in the oppor- 
tunities in the field for women. She was a very serious 
student, performed very good work in all of her courses, 
and displays a real ability to get along with other folks. 
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The purpose of this journal is to communicate to every member of the staff and office 
plans and accomplishments of the firm; to provide a medium for the exchange of 
suggestions and ideas for improvement; to encourage and maintain a proper spirit 
of cooperation and interest, and to help in the solution of common problems. 
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Six New Partners 


Six members of the staff at five 
of our offices (Philadelphia, De- 
troit, Louisville, St. Louis and Los 
Angeles) have become members of 
our firm as of October 1, 1944. As 
in the case of those who preceded 
them into the ranks of partners, 
this new relationship is a recog- 
nition of long and highly esteemed 
service which they have rendered 
the firm and its clients for many 
years past. 


All of them have shown them- 
selves to be men of integrity, out- 
standing ability and good judgment, 
and all of them enjoy high regard 
among our clients. 

Brief biographical sketches of the 
new partners form a leading article 
in this issue of our JOURNAL. 

We congratulate all of them on 
this deserved recognition, and ex- 
tend to them our best wishes for 
many years of happy association 
in carrying on the work of our firm. 
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Lilian Averell Ross 


With sincere regret and a deep 
feeling of personal loss, we have to 
announce the withdrawal from ac- 
tive participation in our organiza- 
tion of Miss Lilian Averell Ross, 
who has been general secretary of 
our firm since its inception, Janu- 
ary Ist, 1898. 

In the early years of our practice, 
Miss Ross not only performed the 
duties of secretary, but also acted 
as bookkeeper, typist, file clerk, 
etc., as the occasion required. Her 
long association with us gave her a 
broad knowledge of the affairs of 
our firm, which has been most help- 
ful in the establishment of proper 
office routine, not oniy in Philadel- 
phia, but also in many of our other 
offices as they were opened over the 
years. The promptness and effi- 
ciency with which she performed 
whatever task was before her will 
ever be an inspiration to those who 
follow, and there never will be a 
time when we shall not have happy 
memories of her association with us 
and be truly appreciative of all she 
has added to the success of our firm. 

The partners and organization of 
Lybrand, Ross Bros. & Montgom- 
ery extend to Miss Ross their best 
wishes for many years of happiness 
—so well earned. 


Montgomery’s Tax Manuals 


Work is progressing apace on the 
1944-45 edition of Colonel Mont- 
gomery’s work on Federal Taxes on 


Corporations. The new edition will 
continue the practice of earlier edi- 
tions of bringing important tax 
developments to a focus at approxi- 
mately the time of going to press. 
As the publisher expresses it: 
Under each point, Federal Taxes on 
Corporations 1944-45 arranges and digests 
the applicable leading cases, regulations and 
rulings, and explains the tax principles which 
are important to you. Where court decisions 
or rulings conflict, or there is more than one 
course possible, you have advice and clear 
recommendations based on experience with 
corporation tax problems to guide the judg- 
ments you must make. You get the cross- 
currents between the operation of particular 
provisions of the law. You see the effect of 
decisions relating to different provisions, 
which you want to consider for possible 
applications or for analogies in reasoning. 


A new edition of Colonel Mont- 
gomery’s Federal Taxes on Estates, 
Trusts and Gifts is also in prepara- 
tion. 

Both of these works will be of in- 
valuable assistance to the members 
of our organization in rendering the 
service which our clients will need 
in their tax affairs. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury 


The recent demise of the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, the Most 
Reverend William Temple, recalled 
to those who had attended the 
International Congress on Account- 
ing in London in July, 1933, the 
contribution which he (then the 
Archbishop of York) had made to 
the program of the Congress. A 
special service in Westminster 
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Abbey on Monday morning, at- 
tended by the delegates and visitors 
to the Congress, marked its open- 
ing. The Archbishop had come 
from York to conduct this service 
and, with his keen insight for both 
the appropriate and the practical, 
preached on the text, “What shall 
it profit a man, if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own 
soul?” (Mark 8:36). Utilizing an 
accounting term, the Archbishop 
condensed his text to “Profit and 
Loss,” and made an effective appli- 
cation of it to the wider aspects of 
our lives than the technical or 
professional work of the account- 
ant. The Archbishop also attended 
the Congress banquet, which was 
held in the historic Guildhall, as 
the representative of the Church, 
and on which occasion Prince 
George, the Duke of Kent, repre- 
sented the Throne and Field Mar- 
shall Allenby the Army. 


Paper Work for Government 


The following paragraphs ap- 
peared in the October, 1944, issue 
of Stockholders’ News, which is 


published by the Johns-Manville 
Corporation: 

During 1943 Johns-Manville pre- 
pared and filed with various divi- 
sions of government 71,588 reports 
and questionnaires—or, roughly, 
one every two minutes during every 
regular business hour of the year. 
This figure is more than 2% times 
that for 1942, when 27,198 reports 
were filed. 

Reflecting in a large degree J-M’s 
increased efficiency in handling the 
reports, the cost to the company in 
time and money was, however, 
somewhat lower in 1943. During 
that year 97,452 manhours of work, 
costing $146,000, were consumed in 
preparing the reports, compared 
with 132,560 manhours and $192,- 
500 in 1942. 

The total cost of over one-third 
of a million dollars during the two 
years represents 40 cents per share 
of common stock. 

The above is one illustration of 
the tremendous amount of paper 
ammunition fired in the war on the 
home front. Incidentally, it raises 
a question whether any such 
amount of paper work can have 
commensurate beneficial results. 
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Notes 


It is with sorrow that we record 
the death in action of First Lieu- 
tenant John C. Wike, U. S. M. C. 
It is believed that this occurred 
during the invasion of Guam. 
Lieutenant Wike was graduated 
from the Evening School of Ac- 
counts and Finance of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, and had 
been a member of our Philadelphia 
staff from December 16, 1941, 
until he left in March of 1942 to 
enter the Marine Corps. During 
the short time he was with us he 
proved himself to be a man of 
integrity and outstanding ability, 
and an untiring worker. His affable 
manner and abilities gained the 
respect and admiration of all those 
with whom he came in contact. 
He is the first one of the 95 mem- 
bers of our Philadelphia staff and 
office force, who are listed on our 
Honor Roll, to make the supreme 


sacrifice. 
St aS 


Mr. Francis J. McFadden, of 
our Pittsburgh staff, has become a 
Lieutenant (j.g.) in the United 
States Naval Reserve and is on 
active duty. 


Mr. Ralph Allan, who was a 
member of our Paris staff up to the 
time of the German invasion of 
France in 1940, and who, together 
with Mrs. Allan, was interned in 


France for approximately four 
years, has written a letter to Mr. 
O’Dea from which the following 
extracts have been taken: 


I returned home from camp a few weeks 
ago, as we managed to get exchanged about 
two months before the Americans liberated 
Vittel. You may know that the married 
men were sent to join their wives in Vittel 
in July 1942, where conditions were, of 
course, much preferable to those at St. 
Denis. Also, the Red Cross did very well 
for us once they got properly going, and 
made up somewhat for the many deficien- 
cies of the German catering. A baby son 
was born to us in February of this year, and 
he is doing fine now that he has got over 
the journey, which was rather terrible, 
and lasted exactly a month from Vittel to 
Liverpool. We also saw American bombers 
in action over the French railways at much 
too close quarters for comfort. 

. . I improved my French consider- 
ably in camp, and also took a course in 
Spanish... . 

I must take this opportunity of thanking 
you for the letter you wrote to my family 
on your arrival in U. S. A., giving them 
some details of our life in St. Denis. 


As will be deduced from the 
next preceding paragraph, Mr. 
O’Dea was also interned for some 
months at St. Denis during the 
first year of the German occupation 
of France. 

Mr. Allan is now in England 
recuperating from his long and 
trying experience. 


Pursuant to the custom insti- 
tuted some years ago, a dinner 
meeting of the board of directors, 
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Officers, committee chairmen and 
past presidents of the New York 
State Society of Certified Public 
Accountants was held at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria on Monday evening, 
September 25, 1944. A number of 
members of the L. R. B. & M. were 
in attendance on this occasion. 
Colonel Montgomery and Mr. 
Staub were two of the seven past 
presidents present. Mr. Sinclair, 
as the second vice president-elect, 
was among the officers who at- 
tended the dinner. The committee 
chairmen included Mr. Lenhart, 
chairman of the committee on 
accounting procedure, and Messrs. 
R. G. Ankers, T. J. Cogan, R. F. 
Grover and Arno Kassander, chair- 
men, respectively, of the employ- 
ment, investment trust accounting, 
real estate accounting, and budgets 
and budgetary control committees. 





An article in the August 1944 
issue of The New York Certified 
Public Accountant on “Better Writ- 
ing Through Better Talking,” by 
John Mantle Clapp, included the 
following paragraph: 


The secret of effective conciseness in 
writing as well as in talk is directness, that 
is, selection of what is vital in a matter, 
statement of this in plain terms, and omis- 
sion of everything else. The broadcast by 
Bob Trout achieves conciseness in its field 
by this method. So, in a different field, 
does this passage from the letter of inquiry 
sent by Col. R. H. Montgomery to members 
of the American Institute, referred to in 
the Journal of Accountancy for January, 
1944; 


Mr. Clapp then followed with 
the full text of the circular letter 
which Colonel Montgomery sent to 
the membership of the American 
Institute of Accountants on June 
25, 1943, expressing his views on 
the present tax-law structure and 
its administration by the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue. 


At the meeting of the Council of 
the American Institute of Account- 
ants held on October 19, Colonel 
Montgomery was again elected a 
member of the executive com- 
mittee, Mr. Sweet was elected 
chairman of the committee on pro- 
fessional ethics, and Mr. Perry was 
elected a member of the board of 
examiners. 


As a member of the National 
Conference of Lawyers and Certi- 
fied Public Accountants, Mr. Sweet 
attended a meeting of the Con- 
ference held in Chicago on Septem- 
ber 10. The Conference consists 
of five representatives each of the 
American Bar Association and the 
American Institute of Accountants. 


At the meeting of the New York 
State Society of Certified Public 
Accountants held at the Waldorf- 
Astoria on October 9, Mr. Sinclair 
led the discussion of “The growing 
demand by clients for the prepara- 
tion by the independent account- 
ants of Government and other 
agency reports.” 
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The Detroit office has been con- 
ducting staff meetings each Tuesday 
evening since the middle of June. 
Mr. Russell, and Mr. H. Glenn 
Huffmon, of our Detroit staff, are 
conducting sessions on Auditing 
Fundamentals, using Colonel Mont- 
gomery’s Auditing Theory and 
Practice as a basis. The entire 
staff has been required to read the 
book by Thanksgiving. Certain 
chapters are assigned each week 
and two hours are spent in dis- 
cussion of the assignments. Mr. 
McCullough and Mr. Harold M. 
Woehrle have been conducting ses- 
sions on taxes with a prescribed 
tax course as a basis therefor. 


In addition to the foregoing ac- 
tivities, Mr. Russell addressed the 
Massachusetts Society of Certified 
Public Accountants at a meeting in 
Boston on September 25 on “War 
Contract Termination and the Cer- 
tified Public Accountant” and the 
Detroit Chapter of the National 
Association of Cost Accountants on 
October 19 on “Recent Develop- 
ments in War Contract Termina- 
tions.” Mr. Huffmon recently 
lectured for one session and par- 
ticipated in the panel sessions of 
a course on Termination of War 
Contracts conducted for small busi- 
ness concerns by the University of 
Michigan in Detroit. 


Mr. Drabenstadt has been elected 
chairman of the Pennsylvania State 





Board for the Examination of 
Public Accountants. 





Mr. McCullough is chairman of 
the Committee on Taxation of the 
Michigan Association of Certified 
Public Accountants, and Mr. 
Donald S. Erion, of our Detroit 
staff, is a member of the Taxation 
Committee of the Junior Chamber 
of Commerce of Detroit. 


Two members of the Philadelphia 
staff have recently completed 
twenty-five years of service with 
our firm: Mr. Homer C. Hulse on 
August 27, and Mr. Harvey I. 
Sohner on September 12. 


The Seventh Accounting Clinic 
conducted at Harrisburg, Pa., on 
October 27, under the sponsorship 
of the Harrisburg Chapter of the 
Pennsylvania Institute of Certi- 
fied Public Accountants and the 
National Association of Cost Ac- 
countants and with the cooperation 
of the Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, 
Northeastern and Northwestern 
chapters of the Pennsylvania Insti- 
tute, of the American Institute 
of Accountants and of Pennsyl- 
vania State College, was devoted 
to the consideration of Federal Tax 
Problems. Mr. Richardson was 
one of the speakers, his subject 
being “‘Corporation Problems Under 
the Federal Income Tax Law.” 


Mr. Louis W. Mette, of our San 
Francisco staff, presented a paper 
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on “Taxation of Educational Insti- 
tutions” before the meeting of the 
Western Association of College and 
University Business Officers, which 
was held in San Francisco on 
October 24. 


QUARTER CENTURY CLUB 
L. R. B. & M., New York 
The September 1944 issue of the 
L. R. B. & M. JOURNAL referred 
at length to the presentation by 
the firm, at the outing held at 
the Pelham Country Club on Au- 
gust 15 last, of an inscribed gold 
watch to each of the members of 
the New York staff who had been 
connected with the firm for twenty- 
five years or longer. 


Subsequent to the presentations, 
the staff members so singled out 
decided that it would be fitting to 
form a Club which shall include the 
present members, and all those so 
honored by the firm in the future. 
The purpose is set forth in the 
Articles of Association, as follows: 

The purpose of the Club shall be to pro- 
mote through fellowship and goodwill the 
common interests of the staff and the firm. 

A dinner and an informal meeting 
were held on October 16 in Hotel 
Tudor, 304 East 42nd Street, New 
York, at which the six members 
and Mr. Prior Sinclair were present. 
A title for the Club was adopted 
and a temporary chairman and 
secretary were appointed. 


On November 14, a formal meet- 
ing was held in the office at which 


the following business was trans- 
acted: 

All members were appointed as 
directors for one year. 

The title for the Club was 


adopted. 

Articles of Association were 
adopted. 

Mr. Halter was elected chairman 
for one year. 


Mr. Bergman was elected secre- 
tary for one year. 

In the course of the meeting, 
Ralph Grover became reminiscent 
and referred to the staff meetings 
held at the Machinery Club in 
1923. He still has some notes of 
the meeting of March 8, 1923, at 
which possibilities of getting relief 
for clients under the excess profits 
tax provisions of the laws in force 
in 1917 to 1921, inclusive, were 
discussed. Ralph did not know at 
that time that similar questions 
would arise some twenty years later! 

Your reporter and secretary, 

N. B. B. 


The October 1944 issue of Ritter- 
talk, the house organ of the P. J. 
Ritter Company, which has been a 
client of our Philadelphia office for 
a quarter century, contained a two- 
page article under the caption 
“L. R. B. & M.,” which gave a 
broad outline of the history of our 
firm and appreciation of the service 
which we have rendered this com- 
pany through the many years it 
has been our privilege to include it 
among our clients. 
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Mr. John W. Conrad, manager 
of our Rockford office, has been 
elected a director of the Illinois 
Chamber of Commerce for a two- 
year term. 

Mr. J. Wesley Huss, Jr., of our 
Rockford staff, has been appointed 
chairman of the Committee on 
Government Accounting of the 
Illinois Society of Certified Public 
Accountants. 


Mr. John F. Maisch, of our 
Philadelphia staff, has been ad- 
mitted to membership in the Penn- 
sylvania Institute of Certified Pub- 
lic Accountants. 


The following have been elected 
members of the American Institute 
of Accountants: 


Donald S. Erion, Detroit 

R. L. Anthony, Detroit 

Louis S. Sorbo, Louisville 

Frank R. Copin, New York 
Joseph Olsson, New York 

J. Stanley Braddock, Philadelphia 
Bernard H. Farley, Philadelphia 
W. Howard Mendenhall, Seattle 


Mr. Eugene W. Bailey, of dur 
Dallas staff, and Mr. H. W. Siefert, 
of our Philadelphia staff, have been 
elected to associate membership 
in the Institute. 


An article in a recent issue of 
the Y. M. C. A. War Prisoners Aid 
News, which described the life led 
by American flyers in a Swiss 
internment camp, listed accounting 
among the subjects for which 
classes have been organized in the 
camp. 


The following note in The De- 
troiter is a multum in parvo: 


Genesis tells the story of creation 
in 400 words. Our greatest moral 
code, the Ten Commandments, has 
297 words. Lincoln’s Gettysburg 
Address took 266 words. So OPA 
changed the price of cabbage seed, 
with details in a bulletin of over 
2500 words! 


Forty Years After 
(Continued from page 7) 


Wood, of Rockford; and F. F. Chil- 
ton, E. A. Clark, G. H. Everett, 
J. B. Hayden, E. F. J. Meyer, W. L. 
Prack and R. B. Wooley of St. 
Louis. Mr. Joseph Newman, Chair- 
man of the Board, and Mr. Milton 
Stanze, Comptroller, of White-Rog- 
ers Electric Company, and Mr. 
Mark W. Cummings, Comptroller 


of Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Company, also attended the Insti- 
tute dinner as guests of our firm. 

Unfortunately, transportation 
difficulties made it impracticable for 
our offices in the East and on the 
West Coast to be as fully represented 
at this year’s Institute meeting as 
in ordinary times. 
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